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Child Language Acquisition
Second language acquisition: 
Supporting children in a bilingual 
environment
               Jennifer LaChonce
● Grew up monolingual, semester abroad in the DR and learned Spanish 
● Palestinian roomate changed my trajectory and geographic focus 
● Completed MAT in bilingual education in 2003
● Moved in 2004 to Jordan with a one year old and learned Arabic
● Supported families in language learning at the language school and taught 
in local schools over our 14 years overseas
● Three children who are currently ages 12, 15, 17
● Teach EL students from an Arabic background
● Working towards my educational doctorate in 
leadership, INLD program
● Focus of trauma informed education for EL students 
Common Misperceptions                                               Eric digest: ED350885




MYTH 2: THE 
YOUNGER THE 
CHILD, THE MORE 
SKILLED IN 
ACQUIRING AN L2
MYTH 3: THE MORE 
TIME CHILDREN  SPEND 
IN A SECOND 
LANGUAGE CONTEXT, 
THE QUICKER THEY 
LEARN THE LANGUAGE.
MYTH 4: CHILDREN 
HAVE ACQUIRED AN 
L2 ONCE THEY CAN 
SPEAK IT.
MYTH 5: ALL 
CHILDREN 
LEARN AN L2 IN 
THE SAME WAY. 
Our Personal Story
Goal of complete 
fluency and thought 






Being on staff 
at their school 
helped in the 
process. 
Arabic is two 
languages in one, 
colloquial and formal. 
This creates unique 
challenges. 
While they vary in 
proficiency, they all have 
a high value of diversity 
and flexibility, act as 
bridgemakers.
How Children Learn Their First Language
Phonemes
Children learn sounds and 
start babbling.
All babies can make any of 
the 150 sounds present 
among the world’s 
languages. 
They start to learn what 
sounds belong in their 
language. 
Morphemes
Young children learn that 
sounds come together to 
make meaning.
They associate sounds 
with meaning and learn 
certain sounds add 
meaning, such as the -s 
meaning “more than one”.
Learning Sentences
Children learn to put words 
in the correct order. They 
know what “sounds right” 
and what doesn’t make 
sense. 
By the pre-teen years, 
children can speak in more 
complex sentences.
Ways Children Learn a Second Language
Children exposed 
to both languages 
and have 
opportunity to use 
both in a variety of 
ways.
Children who have 
high exposure of the 
second language but 
little chance to 









sequentially, after they 
learn their first 
language. Might be 
rapid (entering school) 
or slow (little exposure 
or motivation).
Advice... 
...In a Bilingual Environment
● It is okay to hear two languages at once: 
code switching is normal
● Hearing two or more languages in early 
childhood is not a cause of language 
disorder or language delay
● Know your children, personalities, set 
goals together
● Choose a special time or day to use the 
target language
● Play games or 
role play together
❖ Children need a supportive and rich 
environment in language
❖ Intentionality, exposure to vocabulary, 
reading books together, various 
experiences in language are all important.
Learning 
English!
Realities of Covid Schooling
Zoom, flipgrid, jamboard, 
google classroom, kahoot, 
mote, youtube cc, screencastify
Resources
➢ American Council of Teachers of Foreign
➢ Languages 
➢ ERIC Myths and Misconceptions ED350885
➢ Scholarly resource on SLA
➢ Jim Cummins: essential langauge info
➢ National Network for Language learning
➢ Stephen Krashen's Theory of Second Language Acquisition
➢ Vitrano-WIlson: On learning like a child,balanced approach
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Why is learning Arabic more 
complicated that other languages?
Should public schools teach two 
languages, or just English?
What is best for my partner and I if 
we speak two languages and want 
to raise our kids that way?
